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Local News (B11) The dog and his handler were recently recognized with Asti's Compassion Sculpture, an imposing
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"He likes dog books," MacNeal said.

Family: Husband Randy; son Benjamin, who lives in Boston; two Spinone fur kids, Gio and Monti.
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energetic hunter; and have a lot of stamina in the field. They are gentle and affectionate, and enjoy
being around people. [They] will be a couch buddy in the house. They have a beard, and it does get
messy! They really are not an Italian dessert.

Why these dogs are well-suited for therapy: They have a very easygoing and friendly personality
with a calm demeanor when visiting. Their eyes are very expressive and have an almost humanlike
quality. The Spinone can be playful and clownlike, and often bring a smile just when walking by
someone. They adapt well to their surroundings.

Gio is short for: Giovanni.
What Gio has taught me: How to be a better trainer.

What we've both learned from our therapy involvement: Each and every visit is rewarding in its own
way and likely to be different. We hear how big a part dogs have played in many people's lives, as
they relate stories of dogs they've known. Sometimes just a quick pat or a short walk through a hall
will bring a bright spot to a routine day for someone.

What the Spinone Club recognition means to me: This is very special as an acknowledgment of the
value of pet therapy, and that the club recognizes the value of the breed for something other than
hunting. Therapy dogs provide a tremendous service without much recognition from breed and
other organizations. It is an honor to follow in the paw prints of Asti, for whom the [award] is
named as he brought to light how well these dogs can do therapy.

Best dog movie: "Best in Show." It is just a fun, funny movie!

For exercise, I: Run agility with both dogs. My husband and I also go to Planet Fitness a few times a
week.

A favorite restaurant: Cook's Lobster House on Bailey Island, Maine.

Websites I frequent: Facebook, particularly for the community of Spinone people -- since it is not a
common breed we meet there; Weather Underground; L.L. Bean.

I never leave home without: Treats, beard wipes and poo bags.

A cause I wholeheartedly support: KPETS pet therapy.

Winter or summer? Both!

My taste in music: Eclectic, folk, rock.

Coffee or tea? Coffee.

A gadget I can't live without: Paw plunger (for dirty paws) and laptop computer.

On Sundays you're likely to find me: At Akron Mennonite Church in the morning, and taking the dogs
to visit my parents at Brethren Village in the evening.

My dad always told me: "Watch out for buggies, bicycles and people walking."n
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