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Upcoming nursing 
education events
The Department of Nursing Education 
Council presents “Information for 
Nurses on Tracers and The Joint 
Commission” on Wednesday, November 
11, from 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. in the 
auditorium. The session will feature 
Beth Glassford, M.S.H.A., F.A.C.H.E., 
R.N., CSR consultant, Pennsylvania 
Joint Commission Resources, and Becky 
Densmore, R.N., M.Mgt., program 
manager, Quality and Regulatory 
Management, Medical Center Quality 
Services, and will focus on how the direct 
care nurse can be involved in maintaining 
an atmosphere of readiness on his or her 
unit for a Joint Commission Survey.

The Department of Nursing Education 
Council presents Nursing Grand 
Rounds, “Stress Urinary Incontinence: 
What Can Be Done?” on Wednesday, 
November 4, from 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
in the auditorium. The presenters are Jo 
Anne Specht, B.S.N., R.N., C.G.R.N., Jane 
Lindenmuth, M.N., R.N., C.R.N.P., and 
Meg Slusser, B.S.N., R.N., C.P.A.N. 1.0 
PSNA Contact Hours will be awarded.

Researching Patent and Trademark Information
Plan to attend “Researching Patent and 
Trademark Information,” a free seminar for 
inventors, entrepreneurs, educators, students, 
and legal professionals on Wednesday, 
November 4, from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. at 
Foster Auditorium, Pattee Library, Penn State 
University Park Campus. Speakers from 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office will 
discuss an overview of patents, trademarks, 
copyrights, and trade secrets; conducting a 
patent search; invention promotion firms; 
asking the right question; and conducting a 
federal trademark search. There will also be 
videos on innovation and trademarks.

The seminar will be broadcast live via PSU 

Mediasite and can be accessed at http://
live.libraries.psu.edu. (Click on Researching 
Patent and Trademark Information.) This 
seminar will not be recorded for future use.

The event is sponsored by the Penn State 
University Libraries’ Physical and Mathematical 
Sciences Library. For more than thirty years, 
the Penn State University Libraries has been 
an official depository library for the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office.

Direct any questions to the GT Harrell Health 
Sciences Library Reference Desk x 8634 or 
herref@hmc.psu.edu. Log onto http://bit.ly/
yE6HH to register to watch or attend.

November is National Hospice Month
According to the National Hospice and 
Palliative Care Organization, more than 
950,000 dying Americans received care from 
the nation’s 3,300 hospice providers last year.  
This represents an increase of 22 percent 
since 2001. The median length of service for 
a hospice patient has risen from 20.5 days to 
22 days over the same two-year period. 

The Medical Center agrees that patients 
with a life-limiting illness deserve 
compassionate, high quality care, which 
may require an inpatient admission. An 
increase in services to patients through 

contracting with area hospice agencies to 
provide inpatient hospice care is in place. 
A system has been developed to transition 
patients from an acute care admission to an 
inpatient hospice admission and provide 
supportive services to the patient and family. 

Stop by the discussion forum on October 
28, from 11:30 a.m.-noon and 12:30-1:00 
p.m. in H6309. The first topic, “Commonly 
Used Medications in Hospice Care,” will 
be presented by Brevney Ulrich, R.N., 
Compassionate Care Hospice.

Researcher receives donation
The research of Ian Zagon, Ph.D., received 
a $50,000 boost from the Paul K. and 
Anna E. Shockey Family Fund, a fund of 
the Pennsylvania Automotive Association 
Foundation. The donation is directed for 
use in Zagon’s research of using low dose 

naltrexon to relieve symptoms of multiple 
sclerosis in patients.

The Paul K. and Anna E. Shockey Family 
manages the family’s charitable activities and 
creates a legacy of giving for the future.

(L to R) Ken Shockey, Ian Zagon, Ph.D., and Bonnie Shockey.

Staff enjoy pet therapy
It has been documented in numerous articles 
how beneficial it is for hospital staff to receive 
pet therapy. This is also true for the staff at the 
Medical Center. The pet therapy program was 
originally developed to benefit patients and 
their families while at the Medical Center, but 
it was soon discovered that the hospital staff 
enjoyed the visits, too. It is amazing to see how 
the pet therapy dogs bring out so many smiles 
on so many of the hospital staff faces when they 
appear in the units. Smidgen regularly visits in 
the MICU and the staff has gotten to know her 
just as well as she has gotten to know them. 
According to Smidgen’s owner, Nan, Smidgen 
always looks forward to her visits in MICU 
with the staff, patients, visitors, and anyone else 
who wants to give 
her some attention. 
Dr. Rizvi, medicine 
residents, and Jeanne 
Beckley, the MICU 
secretary, enjoy time 
with Smidgen.
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